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WESTERN AUSTRALIA POLICE FORCE — HON SOPHIA MOERMOND 
Statement 

HON DAN CADDY (North Metropolitan) [9.45 pm]: I rise tonight to talk about the Western Australia Police 
Force, specifically the thousands of officers from Commissioner Dawson down to the latest bunch of recruits from 
the Western Australia Police Academy, non-sworn officers, administrative staff and all those in an ancillary roles 
who proudly serve under the banner of Western Australia police, and to remind the house about some of the 
incredible and no doubt stressful work done by the Western Australia police over the last two years. These people 
have brought us great triumphs of hope. We all remember when the Deputy Commissioner of Police, Col Blanch—
I congratulate him on his appointment to Commissioner of Police as others have done in this chamber earlier 
today—brought us the story of the rescue of Chloe Smith, which showed the best of members of the police force 
to the Western Australian public. It was a truly inspirational story of hope and outstanding policing. At the other 
end of the spectrum was the arrest of the shooter—I will not call him a sniper as they do in the media because that 
would diminish the specific skillset of a genuine sniper—who was involved in the Perth Motorplex incident. That 
was another outstanding example of police work that no doubt included a team made up of detectives, intelligence 
analysts, uniformed police, undercover police, administrative staff—the list goes on. I also want to make special 
mention of the work that the police do in WA with our culturally and linguistically diverse communities and 
Indigenous communities, which is particularly pertinent to my statement tonight as members will see shortly.  

Let us not forget also that Western Australia police members have been on the frontline of dealing with COVID since 
the start of the outbreak. Australia and many states within Australia have had closed borders. It was our police officers 
who were policing—funnily enough—the borders, some of which were desert tracks miles from civilisation. They 
were also the people who were called out to deal with the ever-diminishing number of people at anti-vax rallies and 
copping the abuse that went along with that. On top of this, the WA police as an organisation has been required, just 
like any large organisation, to do everything else it would normally do at a time when there was a reduction in the 
number of staff. No doubt, there was a reduction in the number of police officers on a daily basis due to COVID.  

In turning to the context of my statement, I do not rise tonight because I have any particular connection with the 
police force. I do not rise tonight because my quite brilliant electorate officer, Sarah, is the daughter of a career 
policeman, nor do I rise tonight because my sister Emma had a long career in the police force. These two relationships 
simply go to show how connected we all are to the Western Australia police force, whether it is through second or 
third degree sections. Rather, I am driven to rise tonight to remind this chamber and those listening along at home 
of the fantastic work of the WA police in response to comments that were made quite recently in this chamber. 
Members, it is good practice for everyone in this world to think carefully and take a cautious approach before 
affixing a label to another. It is particularly good practice to do so if you intend to affix a label to a large group of 
people. It is essential, if one is a member of this place or indeed any legislature around the world where words are 
recorded in perpetuity, that one exercises the utmost prudence before taking such action. Words are powerful and 
our understanding of this is not new. I quote, “many wearing rapiers are afraid of goose-quills and dare scarce come 
thither.” That is Shakespeare, 400 years ago, recognising the power of words. “Go on doing with your pen what in 
other times was done with the sword.” That was Thomas Jefferson 200 years ago. My favourite — 

Never underestimate the power that language imparts. Sticks and stones may break your bones but words 
can break hearts. 

That is contemporary, and that is Tim Minchin. 

For centuries, civilised society has known that the power of the written word has the ability to crush dreams, to oppress, 
to diminish people and, in extreme cases, to diminish groups or entire classes of people. Members, there are few 
spoken words from this century that will last as long as those written into Hansard, and it is for this reason that all of 
us in this chamber need to recognise the powerful and long-lasting implications of our words. It is with this in mind 
that I rise tonight to condemn in the strongest possible terms the words that Hon Sophia Moermond uttered in this 
place on 18 May this year. I quote Hansard where she said, “The police in Western Australia are known for racism”. 

Members of the Legislative Council, this is an outrageous slur levelled at thousands of hardworking Western Australians 
doing some of the toughest jobs in the land, jobs that many of us would never even consider doing. This was not 
a political attack, which often enters these halls. This was not even an attack on an individual backed up by evidence. 
It was a statement about an extremely large group of people, many of them pillars of our society, and it was put as 
a matter of fact. I know I have not been in this chamber long, but many of those who have will attest to the fact that 
I have been a follower of proceedings of this place for many years and this is one of the most egregious statements 
I have ever read recorded in Hansard. It is one of the most irresponsible and disrespectful statements I have ever 
heard uttered in this place, and I call on the honourable member to retract this outrageous slur levelled against every 
member of the WA police. I suggest in the future she may be a little bit more circumspect in her offerings in 
this place. 
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WA police, everyone who serves under that banner, deserves our respect and the respect of all members of the 
Western Australian community, especially those of us fortunate enough to sit in this place. They have earned it. 
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